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ment service under the jurisdiction of the Treasury Department, created by the Act approved Jan. 28, 1915, whereby the Revenue Cutter and Life Saving Services of the United States were merged into one organization, to be known thereafter as the Coast Guard.

The Revenue Cutter Service was originally established in 1790, at the second session of the First Congress, as the result of the need for the services of a coast patrol for the enforcement of the customs laws and an organized armed force for the protection of the sea-coast. In 1871 the Service was reorganized and a definite life-saving system was inaugu-

of national defense it aids the Navy in patrolling harbors and inspecting foreign ships. It also organizes yachts and small craft and trains their crews for duty in case of national emergency.

Coastlands (German Kiistenland), a comprehensive name for the former Austrian crown lands Gorz and Gradisca, and Istria, and the town of Trieste. This territory came into Italian possession following the Great War.

Coast Pilot is a pilot licensed to conduct vessels along a coast. Upon reaching a bay or harbor, a vessel is often put under the conduct

U. S. Coast Guard, Thetis.

rated and placed under its administration. This was constituted a separate organization, known as the Life Saving Service in 1878, and was so maintained until the two were again combined in 1915.

The Coast Guard is essentially an emergency service and may be called upon for any special work of a maritime nature for which no other vessels are provided. It operates in the North Atlantic an international ice patrol, which dates from the sinking of the Titanic in 1912, and provides a lighthouse service of great value to ships and trans-ocean bomber flights. In the administration

of a local pilot, who is expected to know his part of the coast thoroughly and to be familiar with all the soundings, currents, beacons, buoys, etc. See PILOT,

Coast Ranges, a series of mountain ranges near the Pacific Coast, stretching through British Columbia, Washington, Oregon, and California. The British Columbia Coast Range reaches an average height of about 6,000 ft. In Northwest Washington the system is represented by the Olympic group, which is extremely rugged, its highest peak being Mount Olympus (8,150 ft.). To the south the ranges diminish greatly in altitude.